


Jews speak a language called Hebrew. Important words,

prayers and holy books are written in this language.



The synagogue is the place of worship for Jews. It is also

the place where they pray, study and talk.

Here are some pictures of synagogues from around the

world.
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Although all synagogues may look different, they all

contain a number of things which they have in common.

These are interiors of two 

older style synagogues.



The Holy Ark

All synagogues have a 

special cupboard with a 

curtain over it.  This is where 

the Torah scrolls are kept.



There are usually words above the ark which say either 

‘Know before whom you stand’ or ‘I have set the Lord 

always before me’.

The first letters 

or numbers on 

the Ten 

Commandments 

are usually found 

on the doors or 

curtain of the 

Ark.

http://www.artcnet.com/Thomas_Neely/portable_Torah_Ark_superenlargement.html
http://www.artcnet.com/Thomas_Neely/portable_Torah_Ark_superenlargement.html


The Bimah

This is the stand where the Torah 

scrolls are read from.



The Siddur

This is the Jewish prayer 

book.



The Menorah

A seven-branched 

candlestick.



Ner Tamid

The everlasting light, it 

hangs over the Ark.

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.plaqueimpact.com/Pictures/Ner-Tamid-gs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.plaqueimpact.com/welcome.htm&h=373&w=400&sz=21&tbnid=jzI-6YJmnUIJ:&tbnh=111&tbnw=119&start=1&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dner%2Btamid%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D


The Torah Scroll

This is a written 

record of the first five 

books of the Old 

Testament.



There are a few other things that you will also see in most 

synagogues that you visit:

•The Star of David

•Prayers written in Hebrew displayed on the wall.  In 

Britain, these mat be prayers for Israel and the British 

Royal Family.



How many things can you see in this picture?
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